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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 00923 22161 1Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 MCT-01 OMB-01 IO-13 /084W 

085421 23043 1Z/73 

R 221548Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8251 
INFO AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 

CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0923 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, AG 

SUBJECT: UNREST IN ALGERIA: SAIDA INCIDENT 

REF: ALGIERS 893 

1 . ON MARCH 22, WESTERN DIPLOMAT GAVE US FOLLOWIING INFOR 
MATION ON LAWLESSNESS IN WESTERN ALGERIAN TOWN OF SAIDA. 

DIPLOMAT S SOURCE WAS AN ALGERIAN WHO HAD ALLEGEDLY 
SPOKEN WITH SAIDA POLICE CHIEF. ACCORDING TO DIPLOMAT S 
SOURCE, TWO PEUGEOT 404 AUTOMOBILES WITH FRENCH LICENSE 
PLATES ATTACKED SAIDA DAIRA (DISTRICT) POLICE HEADQUARTERS AT 
THE END OF FEBRUARY AND SEIZED ALL ARMS THERE. ATTACKERS 
THEN FLED AND HAVE NOT BEEN LOCATED. DIPLOMAT S SOURCE 
CONSIDERS INCIDENT TO HAVE BEEN ISOLATED ACT OF BANDITRY 
AND NOT TO HAVE BEEN LINKED WITH LARGER-SCALE SUBVERSIVE 
EFFORT. NEVERTHELESS, ALGERIAN SECURITY FORCES HAVE, 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, TIGHTENED CONTROLS AT AIRPORTS AND 
ROADS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ALGIER 00923 22161 1Z 

2. COMMENT: FOREGOING REPORT IS MOST PRECISE ACCOUNT 
OF SCOPE OF SAIDA ATTACK GIVEN US TO DATE. HOWEVER, 

GIVEN OTHER REPORTS OF DISSIDENCE REACHING US, WE ARE 
NOT YET PREPARED TO CONCLUDE THAT SAIDA INCIDENT WAS 
SIMPLY AN ACT OF BANDITRY.STEPHAN 
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